Doctor Oakley School Parent Council Association - Meeting Minutes
Date: January 28, 2026
Time: 6:32 PM - 7:30 PM
Chair: Matthew O’Connor
Attendees:
· Kate Ross
· Matthew O'Connor
· Stefanie Powell
· Meaghen MacEachern-Sendyk
· Erin Hansen
· Karen Taylor
· Zia Virani
Dr. Oakley Staff
· Chantel Crosby
· Stephanie Bender
Regrets:
· Jennifer (Jen) - Mentioned in relation to fundraising research, not in attendance
1. Call to Order & Approval of Minutes & Agenda
· The meeting was called to order at 6:32 PM.
· The agenda was approved (Moved by: Meaghen MacEachern-Sendyk, Seconded by: Erin Hansen).
· The minutes from the November 26, 2025 meeting were approved (Moved by: Karen Taylor, Seconded by: Stefanie Powell).
2. Principal's Report (Chantel Crosby & Stephanie Bender)
· Teacher Showcase: Blue, Green, Orange, and Junior High Humanities teams presented student work in science, literacy, social studies, art, and coding.
· Alien Inline Skating: Successfully completed; thanked Parent Council for funding.
· Bus Delays: Acknowledged ongoing issues; encouraged parents to report concerns directly to the administration.
· Program Reviews: The process for student transitions (both first- and second-year) is underway.
· Report Cards: Delayed due to the previous labour action; will be available for viewing on February 26.
· Parent-Teacher Conferences: Scheduled for March 19 & 20.
· Key Request: To support the urgent need for Chromebook replacements (~59 devices needed), the administration asked to reallocate any leftover field trip funds (potentially up to $5,000) toward this purchase. Formal approval will be sought at the next meeting.
3. Treasurer's Report (Stefanie Powell)
· Accounts:
· Casino Account: ~$77,000 remaining after the first school payment.
· General Account: ~$11,000.
· Insurance: Fundraising liability insurance (~$900) is now secured for the school year.
· Financial Reporting: AGLC and Alberta Society reporting will be finalized in February.
· Financial Challenge: Funding the Chromebooks (~$20,000 over two years) would severely deplete the general account. Fundraising and potential budget reallocation are critical.
· Carried-Forward Item: The $500 ASCE grant credit card for parent workshops/resources is available and needs to be used before June.
4. New & Ongoing Business
· A) Spirit Wear Fundraiser (Matthew O’Connor): Presented a detailed plan for a student design competition for school hoodies/T-shirts. The winning design would be professionally adapted and sold, with proceeds supporting general funds/Chromebooks.
· Motion: To proceed with the spirit wear fundraiser (Moved by: Stefanie Powell, Seconded by: Zia Virani). Carried.
· Next Steps: Contest launch targeted for February 2. Administration will facilitate digital voting via Google Forms.
· B) Casino 2026 Update (Kate Ross): Action Completed. The application for a Fall 2026 casino fundraiser has been submitted and accepted. Dates will be confirmed in May/June.
· C) Chromebook Funding & New Fundraising Ideas:
· Corporate Grants: Matthew identified potential grants (e.g., Best Buy School Tech Grant). Kate offered to lead the application, coordinating with Chantel.
· Other Corporate Donations: Matthew to research Lenovo and federal refurbishment programs.
· Skip the Depot: Erin Hansen volunteered to research setting up a bottle drive program.
· Direct Donations: Discussed adding a "donate a lunch" option to Healthy Hunger and a direct donation campaign for technology.
· D) Supporting Families (Karen Taylor): Discussed ensuring spirit wear is accessible by potentially creating a discreet system for families in need to receive items.


5. Schedule Change
· The next meeting is rescheduled from February 25 to March 4, 2026 to accommodate a conflict. This meeting will include the mandatory School Development Plan and Fees presentation.
6. Adjournment
· The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Action Items & Carried-Forward Status
	#
	Action Item
	Owner(s)
	Status
	Notes

	1
	Reallocate unused field trip funds to Chromebooks.
	Chantel Crosby / Linda
	NEW
	To be formalized with a motion at the March 4 meeting after final amounts are known.

	2
	Finalize and submit AGLC/Alberta Society financial reports.
	Stefanie Powell
	In Progress
	To be completed in February.

	3
	Plan use of $500 ASCE Grant for a parent workshop/resource before June.
	Kate Ross / Council
	CARRIED FORWARD
	Item added to the agenda for the March 4 meeting.

	4
	Launch Spirit Wear Design Competition.
	Matthew O’Connor, Chantel Crosby, Stephanie Bender
	NEW
	Launch target: Feb 2. Admin to manage student voting.

	5
	Research and apply for corporate grants (Best Buy, etc.) for Chromebooks.
	Kate Ross (Lead), Chantel Crosby
	NEW
	Kate to draft applications in consultation with Chantel.

	6
	Research other corporate donation programs (Lenovo, federal).
	Matthew O’Connor
	NEW
	

	7
	Research and propose a Skip the Depot bottle drive program.
	Erin Hansen
	NEW
	

	8
	Investigate adding a "donate a lunch/spirit wear" option to Healthy Hunger and other platforms.
	Stefanie Powell (to ask Jen), Zia Virani
	NEW
	Zia to share examples from other schools.

	9
	Develop a discreet process for providing spirit wear to families in need.
	Council / Administration
	NEW
	



